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Audio Visual Solutions
Craig Smith is president of Audio Visual Solutions, Freeman. A Dallas native, he began his career in the convention industry in 1964, working part time with Sullivan Transfer Company.  

A Freeman family veteran, Craig joined Freeman Decorating after graduating from East Texas State University in 1969 with a degree in Marketing. He served as general manager of both the Dallas and Atlanta offices until 1981, when he became senior vice president of Andrews Bartlett and Associates (GES).   He rejoined the Freeman family in 1995, and has since served as president of AVW-TELAV’s U.S. Division and today as president of Freeman.

Craig plays an active role in numerous industry associations. He worked for two terms as chairman of the Convention Industry Council (CIC), is a past president of the Exposition Service Contractors Association (ESCA), and past chair of American Society of Association Executives’ (ASAE) Exhibitor Advisory Committee. He was also on the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors of International Association of Exposition & Events (IAEE), formally known as IAEM, and on the board of the association’s for-profit affiliate, IAEE Services, Inc. In addition, he was on the Board of Directors of the Professional Convention Management Association (PCMA) Education Foundation and served as the Exposition Service Contractor Association’s (ESCA) delegate to the Convention Industry Council (CIC) formerly (CLC). 

Also an avid supporter of industry publications, Craig has been a member of EXPO magazine’s Editorial Board and the Advisory Council for Convene Magazine. 
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Freeman is the world’s leading provider of integrated services for face-to-face marketing events, including expositions, conventions, corporate events, and exhibits.  The company is headquartered in Dallas, Texas and has offices in 41 cities across North America.  In 2006, Freeman produced over 3,900 expositions, including 100 of the largest 200 U.S. trade shows, and over 10,000 other events worldwide.  Founded in 1927, the company remains privately held by the Freeman family as well as the full-time employee owners through an Employee Stock Ownership Plan (ESOP).

For more information:

Heidi Welker, vice president marketing, Audio Visual Solutions, 416-620-2132, heidi.welker@freemanco.com 
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